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AGM and Fellows' dinner

The Academy's' AGM and Fellows dinner takes place on Thursday 24 November

2011. The event includes the Jean Shanks Lecture, Foulkes Foundation Medal

award, and the admission of Honorary Fellows Dr Venki Ramakrishnan FRS,

Professor Sir John Gurdon FRS and Baroness Helena Kennedy of the Shaws QC.

We are delighted that Professor Linda Partridge DBE FRS FRSE FMedSci, Weldon

Professor of Biometry and Director of the Institute of Healthy Ageing, University

College London has accepted our invitation to give this year's Jean Shanks

Lecture, which will focus on 'The new science of ageing'.

The Fellows dinner provides a chance to join Fellows, staff and guests to

celebrate the Academy's achievements this year and marks the official transition

of the Presidency from Sir John Bell to Sir John Tooke.

Registration for the AGM opens at 14.30, followed by the Foulkes Foundation

Medal Award and admission of Honorary Fellows. The Jean Shanks Lecture takes

place at 17.30. All these events take place at The Royal Society 6–9 Carlton

House Terrace, SW1. However, the Fellows' dinner will take place at the Academy

headquarters at 41 Portland Place, W1.

Invitations, including a full programme for the day, will be sent to Fellows shortly.

Tickets for the Fellows dinner are priced at £125 per person. Places are limited so

please book early to avoid disappointment.

Fellows who wish to raise matters for the AGM should write to the Executive

Director

For further information contact

alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk

Council elections: deadline for
nominations 3 October

The 2011 Council Elections are underway and nominations for new Council

members must be received by 3 October. We depend on the Fellowship for

nominations to Council that reflect the Academy's broad mix of basic, clinical and

population based medical sciences, and which provide an appropriate spread of

geographical location, age and gender.

The ballot will take place on 8 November 2011. Fellows will receive details of this

year's nominees, together with ballot papers, by post, towards the middle of

October. Please look out for your voting forms.

For further information contact

alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk

Appointment of Interim Executive
Director

Fellows will know that Dr Helen Munn, Executive Director, will be going on

maternity leave in October. The Officers assembled a small panel to consider

options for covering her maternity leave, involving Sir John Bell, Sir John Tooke,

Professor Sue Iversen and Professor Ron Laskey. The panel has appointed an

excellent candidate to take up the post of Interim Executive Director – Mrs Lesley

Sims.

Lesley is the former Director of Planning and Resource Allocation at the University

of Oxford. Prior to that she was Head of Administration and Finance at the Nuffield

Department of Clinical Medicine in Oxford from 1998–2006. She was also Assistant

http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p43evid163.html
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/newsletter_september/story15.html
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p134.html
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p125.html
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p43evid164.html
mailto:helen.munn@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk
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Department of Clinical Medicine in Oxford from 1998–2006. She was also Assistant

Registrar at the University of Warwick from 1992–1998. Needless to say, Lesley

brings a wealth of experience in the biomedical research and higher education

sectors. She will commence in post on 3 October 2011 to allow some handover

with Helen and to attend the Council Strategy Meeting on 13 and 14 October. Her

fixed term contract will terminate on 27 July 2012, when all things being well

Helen shall return.
Mrs Lesley Sims

For further information contact

helen.munn@acmedsci.ac.uk

A Fellows view: Open biology

Fellows will be interested in a new open access journal recently launched by the

Royal Society – Open Biology. The Editorial Board are now seeking submissions.

Academy Fellow, Professor Gillian Bates FRS FMedSci, writes about her

involvement as a member of the Editorial Board:

'Although the Royal Society has a long tradition of scientific publishing, most notably

through Philosophical Transactions, the world's first scientific title, it has published

very little biology at the cellular and molecular level until now. Academy Fellows will be

interested to hear that Open Biology has been conceived to bridge this gap and to

better reflect the research interests and accomplishments of the scientific community

at large. Open Biology is an international, peer–reviewed journal that will publish high

quality research in all areas of developmental and cell biology, molecular biology and

biochemistry, structural biology, neuroscience, immunology, microbiology and

genetics.

The journal will publish predominantly research and review articles, as well as some

shorter reports. The criteria for acceptance will be scientific excellence, importance and

originality. The Open Biology Editors and Editorial Board, all of whom are research–

active scientists, will conduct the review process, and final decisions will rest with the

Editors. As such, the aim is to deliver a fast and constructive review process that

does not engage in frustrating and unnecessary rounds of revision.

Authors electing to publish their research in Open Biology will benefit from

constructive peer review, rapid publication and immediate open access in a high

quality journal that is published under the Creative Commons Attribution License, as

well as the prestige and international visibility associated with the Royal Society and

its journals.'

Professor Gillian Bates FRS FMedSci

For further information see

http://rsob.royalsocietypublishing.org

Assessing the impact of the new
immigration system: case study call

To help inform future decision-making about immigration the Academy is working

with the Royal Society, Wellcome Trust and others to collect data on the impact of

new immigration policies on UK science. We would be most grateful if Fellows

would report any cases where current immigration policies have resulted in

delays or aborted visits from scientists wishing to visit the UK.

Click to record information on cases where current immigration policies have

resulted in delays or aborted visits from scientists wishing to visit the UK.

Please do forward this information to relevant contacts in your institutions and

beyond who would deal with immigration related issues.

As part of our efforts to facilitate the international mobility of researchers, the

Academy will be drawing upon the expertise of the Fellowship to assist the Royal

Society to peer review applications to the new Tier 1 immigration scheme for

exceptionally talented scientists. The new route, which was opened on 9 August For further information contact

laurie.smith@acmedsci.ac.uk

mailto:helen.munn@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p59fid4288.html
http://rsob.royalsocietypublishing.org/
http://rsob.royalsocietypublishing.org/
http://rsob.royalsocietypublishing.org/site/misc/board.xhtml
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://rsob.royalsocietypublishing.org/
http://royalsociety.org/uploadedFiles/Royal_Society_Content/about-us/marginalia/Immigration-Monitoring-form.doc
mailto:laurie.smith@acmedsci.ac.uk
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2011, offers UK visas to 1000 people per year. It is aimed at those who are

internationally recognised as world leaders or potential world-leading talent in

science and the arts. While the UK national academies are assisting by assessing

the academic merit of applications, the final decision of whether a visa is granted

rests with the UK Borders Agency.

The Tier 1 'exceptionally talented' route sits alongside a number of other

immigration routes, such as Tier 2 visas for skilled workers with a job offer. Over

the past year the Academy has worked with others in the scientific community to

advocate that Government changes to immigration policy do not disadvantage the

UK's world-class medical science base.

For further information see http://royalsociety.org/about-us/competent-body/

Fellows and their colleagues might also be interested to learn about a website

called Euraxess run by the British Council, which provides information and advice

for international researchers wishing to come to the UK and for those looking for

jobs in Europe: http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/euraxess/

laurie.smith@acmedsci.ac.uk

News review: Animals containing human
material launch

The Academy's latest report, Animals containing human material, was published in

July 2011.

The report's launch received extensive coverage with broadcast items on the BBC

(R4 Today Programme, BBC1 Breakfast News, Good Morning Wales and Scotland)

and a range of broadsheet and tabloid reporting. A news item, comment and

editorial appeared in Nature, and pieces were included in The Lancet and Science.

Articles by news agencies Reuters and the Press Association were included on UK

news websites and an Associated Press agency piece was syndicated

internationally. Unique page views of the on-line coverage exceeded 17 million –

perhaps a record for an Academy report!

To take forward the report's recommendations, meetings have since been held

with representatives of the Department of Health, Human Fertilisation and

Embryology Authority and the Home Office. The recommendation that the Home

Office should put in place an expert body to advise on certain types of research

involving ACHM was emphasised in our recent submission to the Home Office's

consultation on EU Directive 2010/63/EU. Transposition of this Directive, which

covers many aspects of the use of animals in scientific research, will result in the

revision of the UK's current Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act. The Academy will

continue to engage with the Home Office and partners across the bioscience

sector in the lead up to Parliamentary debates on the revised UK legislation in

early 2012.

Wider international dissemination and further report follow up, including events

for the general public, will continue in the autumn.

For further information contact

laura.boothman@acmedsci.ac.uk

Update on revalidation

The Academy has continued to monitor and influence the development of the

revalidation reforms to ensure that they do not bring any unintended

consequences for clinical academic staff.

The Academy held a helpful meeting with the General Medical Council (GMC) in

August 2011 to discuss progress. Following the meeting, the Academy liaised with

the GMC to set out some principles that clinical academics may find helpful in

approaching revalidation.

http://royalsociety.org/about-us/competent-body/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/euraxess/
http://www.britishcouncil.org/new/euraxess/
mailto:laurie.smith@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/download.php?file=/images/project/Animalsc.pdf
http://www.nature.com/news/2011/110722/full/475438a.html
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(11)61149-5/fulltext?elsca1=TL-220711&elsca2=email&elsca3=segment
http://news.sciencemag.org/scienceinsider/2011/07/mice-with-human-brain-cells-more.html?ref=hp
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p47prid76.html
mailto:laura.boothman@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/download.php?file=/images/project/Principl.pdf
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For further information contact

suzanne.candy@acmedsci.ac.uk

Research, innovation and the NHS

Drawing on past projects, new evidence and conversations with Fellows and

policymakers, staff are currently working on input into a package of Government

strategies targeted at improving the UK as a location for R&D and innovation:

For further information contact

rachel.quinn@acmedsci.ac.uk

Linking electronic records for research:
funding call

It is vital that the UK research community is in a strong position to maximise the

health research potential offered by linking electronic health records with other

forms of routinely collected data and research datasets. The Academy has long

championed the need to develop comprehensive e-health records and their value

for research, and Fellows may be interested in two current funding calls in this

area:

NHS Chief Executive Innovation Review: The 2011 Plan for Growth

announced that Sir David Nicholson would undertake a review to 'inform the

strategic approach to innovation in the modernised NHS'. His report,

expected in November, will cover methods for creating 'pull' for new ideas

from patients and the NHS, and how to improve the innovation culture and

ensure staff are supported to introduce new ideas and technologies. The

Academy will be submitting input following a meeting between the

President and Sir Ian Carruthers, who leads the review on behalf of Sir

David.

Office for Life Sciences (OLS) Review: This review of the health-related

aspects of the life sciences sector will inform the Government's high-level

vision for the life science industries and a related speech by the Prime

Minister this autumn. The review looks at challenges and opportunities to

maintain and build the UK's world leading position for life sciences, and the

Government's role in the context of a changing industry sector. Promoting

engagement with industry remains a key Academy objective and our OLS

response and own strategic thinking in this area is being shaped by

discussion with individual companies and trade associations, and meetings

with Fellows with industry experience, including a recent dinner between

Academy Officers and Professor Sir Greg Winter FRS FMedSci.

Research and Innovation Strategy: As highlighted in the recent 'Higher

Education White Paper' the Government is currently developing a new

research and innovation strategy. The Academy has long championed: the

outstanding opportunities for medical research available in the UK; the

value of public spending to leverage private and charitable support; and

the need to create a supportive environment by building streamlined and

proportionate research regulation. We will pick up many of these issues as

we feed into the Government's stakeholder engagement this time around.

E–Health Informatics Research Centres (E–HIRCs). A joint initiative between

mailto:suzanne.candy@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:rachel.quinn@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_127940
http://cdn.hm-treasury.gov.uk/2011budget_growth.pdf
http://www.bis.gov.uk/assets/biscore/higher-education/docs/h/11-944-higher-education-students-at-heart-of-system.pdf
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Fundingopportunities/Calls/E-healthCentresCall/MRC008159
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For further information contact

rachel.quinn@acmedsci.ac.uk

Link between R&D funding and economic
impact: consultation

Following on from the Academy's successful work to help protect the medical

science during the spending review last year, Fellows might be interested to learn

about a recent Medical Research Council (MRC) consultation on the link between

R&D funding and economic impact. The deadline for the consultation is 7 October.

For further information contact

laurie.smith@acmedsci.ac.uk

AMS–MRC policy internship scheme:
applications open

Do you know a PhD student who is funded by the Medical Research Council (MRC)

and interested in medical science policy and communications? If so, please let

them know that applications are now open for the Academy's pilot policy

internship scheme with the MRC. Students can spend three months in the

Academy's policy and communications teams gaining first–hand experience of the

medical science policy environment and gaining valuable transferable skills that

are applicable to careers within and outside of research.

The Academy has run a successful similar scheme for Wellcome Trust-funded PhD

students since 2009. These interns have provided invaluable support to the

Academy by preparing consultation responses, researching new projects,

arranging workshops and helping to launch policy reports. All of our interns have

enjoyed their time at the Academy. One of them recently commented that it was

'one of the best experiences linked to my PhD'.

The new internship scheme is open to all MRC–funded PhD students (based in a

university, unit or institute) in their third and fourth year of study, including

clinicians undertaking a PhD as part of their MRC Clinical Research Training Award.

Interns will be supported by an extension of their maintenance grant to cover

For further information contact

rachel.quinn@acmedsci.ac.uk or

catherine.luckin@acmedsci.ac.uk

MRC, NIHR, Wellcome Trust and others, which sees funders working in

partnership to ensure that the UK builds critical mass and expertise in

health informatics research. The call to establish centres of excellence in

research using e–health records is part of a shared vision to promote

linkage of electronic data for research. Deadline for outline proposals is

November.

Innovative Medicines Initiative (2011 4th Call for proposals). Priorities for

the fourth call include the development of a European Medical Information

Framework (EMIF) of patient–level data to support a wide range of medical

research. Deadline for initial Expression of Interests is mid October.

mailto:rachel.quinn@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.mrc.ac.uk/About/Consultations/index.htm
mailto:laurie.smith@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:rachel.quinn@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:catherine.luckin@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.imi.europa.eu/sites/default/files/uploads/documents/4th%20Call/IMI_4th_Call_for_proposals_FINAL.pdf
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their time at the Academy and a discretionary travel grant.

To apply students must submit an application form, a CV, a covering letter and an

article of no more than 800 words on a topical science policy issue. The deadline

for applications is 31 October 2011. More information is available via the link

below.

View details for the scheme and application process

Guidelines for monitoring clinical
academic training

The Academy, in collaboration with others, has updated the 'Guidelines for

monitoring clinical academic training' originally published in September 2007 as

'Supplementary Guidelines for the Annual Review of Competence Progression

(ARCP) for Specialty Registrars undertaking joint clinical and academic training

programmes'.

The updated guidelines aim to supplement the publication 'A Guide to

Postgraduate Specialty Training in the UK' (The 'Gold Guide') by setting out a

simple, flexible framework for monitoring academic training and progress.

Assessors, supervisors and trainees are encouraged to use the guidelines in

preparing for, and undertaking, progress reviews.

The Registrar, Professor Patrick Maxwell FMedSci, chaired the cross-agency

Working Group that developed the guidelines and has led the recent revision of

the document with the assistance of constituents including the NIHR Trainees

Coordinating Centre (NIHR TCC), the Joint Royal Colleges of Physicians' Training

Board and the Academy of Medical Royal Colleges Postgraduate Deans. The

Academy office is particularly grateful to Dr Michael Bannon, Lead Postgraduate

Dean for Academic Affairs, and his colleague Dr Denise Best, and Professor William

Reid, Dean of Postgraduate Medicine, NHS Education for Scotland, for their input

and assistance.

The Academy's Council endorsed that these guidelines will now carry both the

Academy and the Conference of Postgraduate Medical Deans of the United

Kingdom (COPMeD) logos to encourage broader use of the document. Uptake will

be monitored. The guidelines will be disseminated to Postgraduate Deans and

trainees.

For a copy of the guidelines contact

suzanne.candy@acmedsci.ac.uk

http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/index.php?pid=182
mailto:suzanne.candy@acmedsci.ac.uk
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Daniel Turnberg UK/Middle East Travel
Fellowship Scheme

The Daniel Turnberg Travel Fellowship Scheme, launched in 2008, is now entering

its fourth year. The scheme continues to be a great success, with 66 travel

fellowships awarded so far, to researchers from all countries eligible to apply for

the scheme. The fellowships have helped to forge research collaborations and to

establish ongoing studies that are being taken forward between host and home

institutions. The Academy looks forward to following the progress of these

collaborations as they develop.

The fourth funding round will open in October 2011. The deadline for receipt of

applications is 27 January 2012. Both clinical and non-clinical researchers at the

early to mid-stage of their research career are encouraged to apply. The scheme

provides opportunities for short-term visits between institutions in the UK and

those in the Middle East and vice versa. Awarded fellows have the chance to gain

further research experience and learn new techniques, with the aim of developing

ongoing scientific collaboration overseas.

The scheme is funded by the Daniel Turnberg Memorial Fund with the generous

support of the Wellcome Trust and the Royal College of Physicians of London. The

Wolfson Foundation, The Samuel Sebba Charitable Trust, The Division of Surgery,

Imperial College London, and the Maurice Wohl Charitable Foundation have also

provided ongoing support for this productive scheme. The Academy is grateful for

their continued funding.

Fellows are requested to pass on details of this scheme to researchers within

their institution who might be interested in applying.

For further information contact

ellie.estchild@acmedsci.ac.uk

Mentoring and outreach events

Fellows discussion dinner

26 October 2011, Liverpool – Visiting lecturer – Professor Adrian Hill FMedSci

Visiting lecturers

22 November 2011, Newcastle – Visiting lecturer – Professor Adrian Bird CBE FRS

FRSE FMedSci

Medical students event

19 October 2011, Belfast – Expanding your horizons: careers in academic

medicine

For further information contact

colby.benari@acmedsci.ac.uk

Fellows discussion dinner

31 October 2011

Cancer and inflammation

Professor Fran Balkwill OBE FMedSci

Professor of Cancer Biology and Centre Lead, Centre for Cancer and

Inflammation, Barts and The London, Queen Mary's School of Medicine and

Dentistry

The event commences with drinks in the Fellows Room at 41 Portland Place from

17.30. Professor Balkwill's talk will commence at 18.00 and discussion will

continue over dinner, served at 19.00 in the Laurie Landeau Room.

Tickets for each dinner cost £50 per person and include a three course meal with

drinks. Fellows may book one additional place for a guest. Attendance at each

dinner is limited to 20 places so early booking is advised.

http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p175.html
http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/
http://www1.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/about/divisions/surgeryandcancer/divisionofsurgery/
http://www.wolfson.org.uk/
http://www1.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/about/divisions/surgeryandcancer/divisionofsurgery/
http://openlylocal.com/charities/161863-THE-MAURICE-WOHL-CHARITABLE-FOUNDATION
http://www.acmedsci.ac.uk/p175.html
mailto:ellie.estchild@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:colby.benari@acmedsci.ac.uk
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To book a place contact Alison Rojo on 020 3176 2156.

We are currently scoping topics for a programme of Fellows discussion dinners

in 2012. If you would like to recommend a Fellow to speak, or if you are able

to hold a dinner at your institution, please contact Nick Hiller (020 3176 2154,

nick.hillier@acmedsci.ac.uk). Now that we are settled in our new home at 41

Portland Place we are keen to explore opportunities for Fellows dinners in

other regions.

For further information contact

alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk

Jean Shanks Lecture

Jean Shanks Lecture

24 November 2011, The Royal Society, London

The new science of ageing

Professor Linda Partridge FRSE – DBE FRS FRSE FMedSci, Weldon Professor of

Biometry and Director of the Institute of Healthy Ageing, University College

London

For further information contact

alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk

Exclusive Christmas packages for Fellows

With its fine architecture and first class service, 41 Portland Place is an ideal

venue to celebrate the festive season in style. Our chefs have put together an

exciting Christmas menu to tempt your guests with seasonal delights. A selection

of special packages is available exclusively for Fellows.

If you or anyone at your institution would like to visit 41 Portland Place to discuss

Christmas events please contact Hannah Evans on 020 3176 2177. Bespoke

packages to suit all budgets are available.

There's no need to hold out until December for your Christmas treats, come for

a site visit at 41 Portland Place and we'll give you a little goodie bag of

Christmas treats to start your festive celebrations early. 

Book a visit to 41 Portland Place

For further information contact

hannah.evans@acmedsci.ac.uk

mailto:nick.hillier@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:alison.rojo@acmedsci.ac.uk
http://www.41portlandplace.com/images/cms/1532-christmas-menu-pack-2011---fellows.pdf
mailto:hannah.evans@acmedsci.ac.uk
mailto:hannah.evans@acmedsci.ac.uk
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Special offers for Fellows

Fellows are eligible for the following special rates for meetings and dinners at 41

Portland Place. Colleagues may book the event, but a Fellow must be in

attendance to qualify for the package.

Half day meeting

£22.00 + VAT / person* (8am – 12pm, or 1pm – 6pm)

Includes:

*Surcharge will apply for bookings of less than 6 guests

For meeting of over 15 £32.00 + VAT / person* (8am – 6pm)

*For meetings greater than 15 guests a £6.00 / person fork buffet upgrade is

available

*Surcharge will apply for bookings of less than 6 guests

Fellows post–meeting upgrade

£12.00 + VAT / person*

*Package can only been bought in conjunction with one of the above packages

Fellows dinner package

£35.00 + VAT / Person*

Package includes:

*Package excludes alcoholic drinks

*Surcharge will apply for bookings of less than 8 guests

Upgrades available with dinner package:

For further information contact

hannah.evans@acmedsci.ac.uk

Half day room hire of meeting room (room depends on number of delegates

and availability).

Half day room hire of one catering space (for events of 50 guests and over).

Arrival drinks: Union hand roasted coffee, classic and herbal teas with

freshly baked homemade biscuits.

Lunch: Sandwiches served with tea and coffee.

Still and sparkling bottled water served with lunch and throughout the

meeting.

Full day room hire of meeting room (room depends on number of delegates

and availability).

Full day room hire of one catering space (for events of 50 guests and over).

Arrival drinks: Union hand roasted coffee, classic and herbal teas with mini

Danish pastries.

Lunch : Sandwiches served with tea and coffee

Afternoon tea: Union hand roasted coffee, classic and herbal teas with

freshly baked homemade biscuits

Still and sparkling bottled water served with lunch and throughout the day

One hour's worth of nibbles and house wine to be served in the meeting

room booked

Evening room hire

3 course meal

Bottled still and sparkling water

Tea, coffee & petit fours

Premium dinner options

Amuse bouche

Cheese course

Flowers and other decorations

Chair covers

Decoration lighting

mailto:hannah.evans@acmedsci.ac.uk
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